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A RESUME of the progress of 
Oriental studies over 98 years 
through 49 sittings of All India 
Oriental Conference, though 
ambitious, is a desideratum. Dr 
RN Dandekar the former General 
Secretary of AIOC has put us in 
debt by giving a Historical 
resume of AIOC for its first fifty 
years in the souvenir ‘Oriental 
Studies in Bengal’ brought out 
at the time of Silver Jubilee ses¬ 
sion of AIOC stepping up in its 
Golden Jubilee year in 1969. 

The report by Dr Dandekar, 
though concise, touched all the 
major development in the field 
of oriented studies in India. All 
India Oriental Conference has 
largely shaped and enlarged the 
intellectual and cultural hori¬ 
zons of India as regards human¬ 
ities in Pre-independent and 
Post-independent period.While 
preserving the legacy 
bequeathed by ICO, AIOC had 
marched ahead to establish its 
own identity in the field of 
Oriental Studies in India. The 
addresses by the General 
Presidents as well as by section¬ 
al President bear the testimony 
to the all-round progress of 
Oriental Studies in all its rami¬ 
fications. It is augury that 
Kavikulguru Kalidas Sanskrit 
Vishvavidyalav is bringing out a 
compendium of the Presidential 
addresses of all the sessions. 

The salient features may be 
summed up as follows:- (1) 
During the period of century of 
AIOC only 3 Foreigners namely 
Prof. Sylvain Levi (2nd Calcutta), 
Prof. F.W.Thomas (9th 
Trivandnim) andProf. JanGonda 
(29th Pune) were elected as 
Presidents. (2) A few foreign 
Indologists namely Prof. 


Edgerton (4th Allahabad & 17th 
Ahmedabad Dr. Trintton, Prof. 
Sully (4th Allahabad), Prof. 
Emeaneay, Arnold Bake, Dr. 
Stutterheim (9th Trivandrum), 
Oliver Lacombe (Nagpur) Earl 
Waldschmidt 19th (Delhi) Prof. 
Geoffrey Masson (25th Jadavpur) 
Alex waymen (35th Haridwar), 
and others attended the confer¬ 
ence. 

On the academic side there 
have been introduction of new 
sections, renaming the old ones, 
and reallocating a few. In the first 
session at Poona a section was 
devoted to papers written in 
Sanskrit. In course of time this 
practice, as Dr. Dandekar puts 
it, developed into a full-fledged 
Pandit Parishad being made a 
part of a session of AIOC. The 
Pandit Parishad organized at the 
Darbhanga session in 1948 itself 
consisted of nine sections From 
Shrinagar (1961) session 
onwards a substantial subven¬ 
tion from the Central Sanskrit 
Board of the Union Ministry of 
Education made it possible to 
make Pandit Parishad more or 
less a permanent feature ofAIOC. 
Shastrarth on traditional lines 
have been arranged at Madras, 
Allahabad, Darbhanga and 
Varanasi Sessions. 

Majlise-Ulema and Mushairs 
were also organized some 
nomenclatures of tire sections 
had undergone changes. The 
section on 'Philology and Prakrit' 
has been split up into two sec- 
tions-Prakrit and Jainism and 
'Indian Linguistics’ Religion has 
been added to 'Philosophy' and 
'FineArts' to ’Technical Sciences, 
Ethnology and Folklo re' has been 
merged into (History). Sections 
dealing with Dravidic studies 
and ’Islamic culture’ wereadded. 
Section an Modern Indian lan- 
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guages has been dropped but 
with the proviso that at each ses¬ 
sion a special section dealing 
with the languages and culture 
of the region in which tire ses¬ 
sion is be ing held may be organ¬ 
ized. ’Greater Indian Studies’ to 
be changed to South East Asian 
Studies. In second session at 
Calcutta (1922) the question 
whether the name of Oriental 
Conference be changed to 
’Conference of Indologists' was 
negatived after some discussio n. 
In order that the conferences 
should become truly 'Oriental' 
its scope needed to be gradual¬ 
ly expanded so as to be brought 
in line with that of the ICO as 
such in the 24th session at 
Varanasi' two more sections one 
dealing with South Asian Studies 
and one with West Asian Studies 
have been added. 

Apart from the reading and 
discussion of papers in the var¬ 
ious sections, symposia on spe¬ 
cific topics have been held. 
Among such topics maybe men¬ 
tioned (i) Date of Mahabharat 
War (ii) Vikrama Era (ill) Bhasa 
Plays (iv) Republics in Ancient 
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India (vi)Jain contribution to 
Indian culture, (vii) Sanskrit as 
Lingua Franca of India, 
(viii)Simplifted Sanskrit, (be) Place 
of classics in the system of 
National Education (x)Oriental 
Studies and State Policy. A few 
Public Lectures have been organ¬ 
ized during session are as fol¬ 
lows:- (i) Traces of Indian cul¬ 
ture in Central Asia (Ernst 
Waltschamidt, Delhi), "Indology 
and National Integration (Sardar 
K Pannikar Shrinagar) Dr. 
Raghuvir on Indian Culture 
abroad (Shrinagar). 

Vario us resolutions have been 
passed furthering the progress 
of oriental studies. In tire ninth 
conference at Trivandrum in 
1939 the Council passed a reso¬ 
lution favouring tire early foun¬ 
dation oflndianAcademy of Arts 
and letters on the lines similar 
to those of the British Academy. 
This was the first inkling of the 
Sahitya Academy, Sangit Natak 
Academy etc. Atthe Bombay ses¬ 


sion (1949) the conference 
resolved to 'urge the Union 
Government to establish an All 
India Indological Research 
Institute at a suitable centre. In 
die same session a resolution 
emphasizing tire desirability of 
constftuting 'Manuscript Survey 
of India on the lines of 
Archaeological survey of India 
was p assed Settingupof’Sanskrit 
Commission, Indology 

Committee and Central Sanskrit 
Board, Indian Institute of 
Advanced studies are the out¬ 
come of such resolutions. 

In 34th session at 
Vishakhapatnam a resolution 
was passed to modify Three 
Language Formula to include 
Sanskrit as a classical language 
in the curricula and also gov¬ 
ernment was urged to make 
SanskritcompulsoryinAyurved 
College. Concurrent with the 
conference the sessions of Indian 
History Congress Numismatic 
Society of India and Linguistic 
Society of India were organize. 

AIOC has also sponsored many 
indological projects in the coun¬ 
try a few deserves mention as fol- 
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lows (l)Critical edition of 
Mahabharat, (2)New Catalogus 
Catalogamm, (3)Vedic 

Publications, (4) Diction ary of 
Sanskriton Historical Principles. 
(5)Critical Edition of Puranas etc. 
Incidentally the reference may 
be made to a few mode of 
thoughts such as (i) East and the 
West are complementary 
(Ronaldshay, Calcutta 1922) 
India should be divided into lin¬ 
guistic provinces (Macphail, 
Madras 1924) Indian History 
should be studied against the 
background of Asian History 
(Sayajirao Gaikwad Baroda, 
1933), Traditional methods of 
Sanskrit education must be 
encouraged (K.RJaiswal Baroda) 
History needs to be written from 
Indian point ofview (K.P.Jaiswal, 
Baroda, 1933). At least three well- 
equipped "National" libraries for 
Oriental studies should beestab- 
lished in India (SXAiyangar 
Mysore 1935) compilation of 
"Topographia Sacra", prepara¬ 
tion of comprehensive Index to 
historical and allied documents 
and an anthology of Folk-lore 
these are the three urgent 
desideratum of Indology 
(FAV.Tho mas,Tfivandmm 1940). 

On the Administrative side 
there had been some important 
changes. The first session of 
Poona was termed asFirst Indian 
Oriental Conference. But in the 
Baroda sessionin 1933 filename 
of the conference was changed 
to 'All India Oriental Conference 
which continues till date. In 
Patna session Poona was provi¬ 
sionally fixed as the Head-quar¬ 
ters of fire confe rence. I n second 
session at Calcutta a constitu¬ 
tion was drafted which was 
adopted in the fourth session at 
Allahabad and subsequent ses¬ 
sions were held as per the con¬ 


stitution. Amendments have 
been made at intervals. However, 
at 12th session in Benaras Rules 
and by-laws have been thor¬ 
oughly revised and at subsequent 
session at Nagpur those revised 
statutes have been adopted. 

AIOC came to be registered 
on 15th February 1944 as a soci¬ 
ety under society's registration 
Act XXI of 1860. The pennanent 
office of the conference came to 
finally located at the Bhandarkar 
Oriental Research Institute at 
Poona. AIOC has been firmly 
established as the authorized 
National forum of Orientalists in 
India; it representatives serving 
on the various National bodies 
such as Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations, National 
Commission for UNESCO and 
Central Board for Archaeology. 
In 1954 AIOC was affiliated to 
International Union of 
Orientalists and thereby became 
associated with the activities of 
UNESCO. 

The Remarkable event in the 
history of AIOC was the presen¬ 
tation of Medallion to Dr. 

R. N.Dandekar in the 24th ses¬ 
sion ofAIOC held in Varanasi in 
1968. Dr. R.N.Dandekarreceived 
this ho nour for his distinguished 
service he rendered to AIOC as 
General Secretary. 

Another significant feature of 
the Conference was the presen¬ 
tation of Felicitation volume to 
scholars. Dr. P.V.Kane, Dr. 

S. K.Chatterjee, Dr. S.ICBelwalkar 
S.G. Kantawala, P.P. Agnihotri 
and Commemoration Volume 
for B.K.BaniaandS.K.Bhuyan in 
various sessions ofAIOC. 

(The author is former 
Secretary of Sanskrit Bhasha 
Pracharini Sabha, Nagpur) 
(To be concluded) 
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TFHJT Sfrfam 

d9ll4M TjMK 3oo dRT $8^1 

dTC ftdt. c^T dRT OTTfa 
#¥# dd4d dTdd 3?fe 3Rft 
fan viMU'-d'Jcfl mm dFT^dtft 3TF3T 
44 <*irb Hjpft ddfi stt<4h^ 
fam fefef 3MTFT 4*4. 

cwfosm ddfd 
MMl J l 44td d>fe4 
TJ^T dd ddlftyd 3JT^lfar 31%^ dTdfrj 

qfdfer 

dfEZTT Fd4 3TF3J W 3JT$. dTTTTdft 
oiIKfiftaW feftd dSdift, tfsqm 

ST. faftd TKJTd, dTfd fe-Jl4)6l4 

faro tttM, qfefer 

dfeldTdd'feS, SR. tltld Hid 3TfeviwiTdd 

_ 

did! 3#r WI 
j?TcTTcf m dTT^d TTTdd dWd 3TddTd. 

3TNT5T difffafJ TTTTTT 3#F TTTfxM 
3Wd. sTT«TfaE 

<3?l i lc , )l Mlil'jl. HI<jHI*fi sl<i dr 
qr#q dTdT dtyFd tpsqr 3TT?. dfeT 
dTd dRT dTTffiT 4 TftTTd 4d^ Rlfer, 

3T^1 dTFft TW 4*4. 5?TTTT#T dddTd 
dflfeB W TWT ^TdT TTdT dTFft dT 
fed. fofertft mi dTTTTT, ffedd 
3#T TTTfTfrd d^ dT dHrftqhJI dTT#T 
dTdfedTdnft HTTdft. 3TTd?t 3TRe4 dTT 


Rfitd cfr , ^tc f ftStd5®5T^dd<;uiC’l qvtdHI dlo^eildT. PlcftH fiScb'O.dT. XI3»cl, sftfadTdfdTTSt^dfcR. 


criUlrtl 

dTTcftd dTfd dTdd^d TTTTftd 3TddHT ddRT did dT dTdd 
WfM 3TT?. d*Htd dTfd 3#T TTM 3T»TRT ttfl. dT STTWfe 
%TTd feTFftdTd TTT^d 3TWTTFT 3TT#, 3#l ddd^T ^dd) 

fafa dodjft HR, feTR, ddfeTTdTd 3TNddT ^9TT^ 

SFTcft 3fit. cdTdYdd TT^td ^frigid, TTTfcfl 3 TRd dTTTTT 

dTdd ter 3T^r Y T%d fenter^ 

9 9 9 5FTT9R TTTTOTft^TT T^dTd 3TT^. 


?Ts ^5 TiTfd dfeES dTd 5 5 a 5 d ddeffe dT 
dT^d^T d?d 3 Tlfd dt 4 T 5 Tf 4 , 3 TdT dTdT TdTT^TcfMt 
fed. 5 TdPft fdT dlYYtd $KTdT ddfel =RT. dTfd 
^rt, 3 t^ d 4 ^, m dTfd $ 

CTcR drM dT^rft dT^t. dTTdT 3RTTd ddWd 

TdTd^T 3 tM Rdft T#fd^. 


dTdfaBddd 3TTStd. dTTTJd dfe HS u fil'4t 4® 3TTTft 3TT^, 3T^ dThft dT 5 ? . 3iPtol4 did^TT^t 4of 3TTdT 3TTT^t 3Tf%, 
rldd ^dT dKcfld ^fe l d 3TTdT «WtJ,(tTdd dfefrd faR ^dd^djdfd^ 3T^r 4 W. 
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JT3c5, HIM4J vm 

’*tf? 13? 3)lfcRRl 

stfcratfl pgjR’ jkh 

%cll 'Slcfl. t 3{R 

feyp; si. m. 

1 «l6«*nd irh gjtDuia ond. 
| mW) up 3flM 

Mft m. srtfs 

aroara, ItRiv nfifosH# 
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swf o#r mfen tott 

Mia 

5 m dtf ct 

h'ik. jnnt, fra>RT 

fmm , flta ^rar ft 
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